
December 17, 2020 

Dear BBS families,  

As you are aware, Maricopa County Department of Public Health (MCDPH) updated our school benchmarks today, 

December 17, 2020. After considering a wide range of data, BBS will begin third quarter with a 100% virtual start 

beginning January 5th. On January 11th, BBS will begin our hybrid model of instruction, allowing both in-person and 

online options.  

Past guidance from MCDPH and the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) pointed to a return to virtual learning 

with onsite support services when all three benchmarks were red. However, as more research emerges with respect to 

COVID-19 transmission within schools, these agencies support a school-by-school approach to determine whether a 

school should remain open for in-person learning.* 

Our COVID Taskforce used the data analysis model MCDPH provided to analyze our unique situation. This week all three 

of our MCDPH benchmarks hit red, indicating a level of substantial spread within our community; however, community 

spread is but one of several factors each school must weigh when selecting the appropriate learning model for the 

community it serves. Also weighing heavily in our COVID Taskforce decision was  

• the psychological, emotional, and physical wellbeing of both our students and staff; 

• the strong mitigation plan that, thus far, has prevented spread within our school; and 

• the low number of cases we currently have (We currently have one positive case). 

We recognize the upcoming holidays offer increased opportunities for higher spread in our BBS community. For this 

reason, we are delaying in-person start to allow potentially exposed students to remain at home until they are beyond 

the incubation period. For everyone’s continued safety, please continue to follow our guidance and inform us if your 

child is symptomatic or receives a positive COVID test. Our mitigation measures only continue to work if we all adhere to 

them.  

We are grateful for your support as we work to ensure all our children can continue to learn in the model that best suits 

their needs. This remains a tenuous time, and to that end, we advise that all parents should have a plan in place in the 

event we need to shift to a temporary virtual learning model. We will do everything we can to ensure as much notice as 

possible, but each situation is unique, and a situation could arise that would necessitate little advance notice. 

This is an unprecedented time, and these decisions are difficult, but we are a strong, connected community.  

Thank you for our support,  

Amanda 

 

* Statement Regarding MCDPH Support for In-person learning at Schools 

In October 2020, the Arizona Department of Health Services published recommendations for schools “Safely Returning to In-person Instruction1” to 
guide schools in monitoring community level spread and maintaining a safe learning environment.  Based on this guidance, ADHS states “If a county 
has all three benchmarks in the red category, ADHS recommends schools transition to virtual learning in consultation with their local health 
department.” This statement is a general recommendation. In discussions with ADHS, MCDPH and ADHS have agreed to support those jurisdictions 
who are able to maintain a safe learning environment with regular school-by-school monitoring, regardless of levels of community COVID-19 
transmission. If a school/district does not have enough staffing to maintain a safe environment, or if a school/district experiences a school-related 
outbreak that cannot be controlled with public health mitigation strategies, MCDPH would support transitioning to a virtual learning environment.  

1 https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-

coronavirus/covid-19-safely-return-to-in-person-instruction.pdf 
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